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 Historic Old Town’s Christmas Fair is returning 

this year, on Saturday 2nd December. 

 

Raising money for local charity, Winter Night Shelter, the fair 

will be taking place from Crown Street to Star Road in 

Motcombe from 12:00 - 16:00. 

 

The fair is always a wonderful event, bringing the community 

together, and is a great opportunity to support local traders. 

 

There will be lots of good cheer, local entertainment, and 

great food. 

 

We’ll see you there! 

HISTORIC OLD TOWN  
CHRISTMAS FAIR! 

 
FATE OF OLD TOWN 

LANDMARK IMMINENT  

intouch 

News from Old Town Conservatives 

- Costs make repair not an option, say owners 
- Famous ‘Feibusch’ murals can be moved 
- Demolition and house building proposed… 

 The condition of the old St 

Elisabeth’s church building is very 

poor and the cost of repairs (to 

the building shell only) would be in 

the region of £3.5 million, 

excluding fees and VAT. It is 

therefore proposed by the Church 

Commissioners to demolish the 

building and develop the site for 

housing.  

 

The Feibusch murals in the crypt 

are a registered War Memorial 

and will need to be moved. The 

only option on the table at present 

is to move the murals to Leaf Hall 

in Seaside at an estimated cost of 

£300,000, an exercise that is 

likely to take 3-4 months. 

 

The commission have organised a 

drop-in session on Monday 4th 

December at St Elisabeth’s 

Church Centre, between 3.00pm 

and 7.00pm at which members of 

the commissioners and Diocesan 

staff will be available to give 

further details and to answer any 

questions.  

 

Former MP, Caroline Ansell, said: 

“St Elisabeth’s Church is the view 

from my bedroom window, so it 

couldn’t be more local to me. 

 

“I know that not everybody thinks 

that it is very beautiful, but it is 

very definitely part of the local 

landscape. And, over the years, 

there have been many attempts to 

develop the site, working around 

and keeping the original building, 

but all initiatives have failed. 

 

“I’ve been working with all parties 

to explore what type of 

development would be most 

welcomed by the community, 

because this very valuable site in 

Old Town needs a new future. 

 

“I urge my Old Town neighbours to 

visit the drop-in session. I’ll 

continue to champion the 

community’s interest in this, and 

I’m very keen to know what your 

thoughts are. Please do get in 

touch.” 

 

You are invited to make a formal 

representation either in support or 

against the draft scheme by email 

to: 

 

closedchurches.reps@churchofen

gland.org  

 

or by writing to: 

 

Representations,  

Closed Churches Division,  

Church House,  

Great Smith Street,  

London,  

SW1P 3AZ.  

 

Any representation must be 

received by Monday January 8th 

2018. 
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News from Old Town Conservatives 

 Former Old Town Councillor, Anne Angel, has 

criticised the council bureaucracy that will see the 

historic Victorian lamp posts in Old Town fall into 

dilapidation. 

 

Letters, phone calls and emails have been sent for 

weeks to both the Borough and County councils 

over the lamp posts alongside the 12th century St 

Mary’s Church and The Lamb Inn. 

 

“Old Town residents have even offered to pay for 

the work and paint the posts themselves to see this 

done! Ahead of the winter weather, and the 

Christmas celebration to come, it’s become more 

urgent,” said Anne. “It’s quite incredible how such a 

simple request can get mired in so much 

procedure. The County Council highways 

department say the flaking paint is not ‘an 

immediate safety issue’, so nothing will be done, 

the Borough Council say the lamp posts are on 

highways land and so it cannot step in.  

 

“I have now written to both councils and formally 

requested that they come to some compromise on 

this. Quite honestly, this is just the sort of legalistic 

and bureaucratic approach which exasperates local 

people and it just shouldn’t be this hard.” 

 

Caroline Ansell added: “There has been so much 

work done to preserve the character of this part of 

Old Town by the local community, the councils must 

play their part too.”  

HISTORIC POSTS AT RISK TO THE 
WEATHER, AND COUNCIL  

BUREAUCRACY! 

PARKED CARS BLOCK  
REFUSE COLLECTION 

STAMP DUTY  
STAMPED OUT 

 The abolition of stamp duty for properties up to £300,000 was a stand-out feature 

in the Budget, on average saving first time buyers in the South East a massive 

£3,948. 

 

This came alongside a £44bn  package to meet the Government’s commitment to 

be building 300,000 new homes a year by the mid 2020s. 

 
“It is encouraging to see the Government taking strong action to tackle the housing 

crisis, and supporting first-time buyers,” said Robert Findon, 25, who lives in Old 

Town. 

 

Former MP, Caroline Ansell, said:  

“As a newly qualified teacher, I was able to buy my first home in Old Town back in 

1996 - a flat in Gore Park Road, for the now unbelievable  sum of £21,000.  

“Today, homeownership has got out of reach, and that’s something that we have 

just got to change. This measure will help.” 

Write to us: Old Town Conservatives, 69 Carlisle Road, Eastbourne, BN20 7EJ 

KEEPING IN TOUCH           

• The Action Team are 

keen to take up issues 

or concerns in your 

road. Please do get in 

touch! 

 Local campaigner, Mozmil Hussain, 
has been helping residents of 
Milbrook Gardens in Old Town with 
an issue with bin collection. 
 
Cars parked on either side of the road 
blocked access to the cul-de-sac on 
the Thursday morning, and the bins 
remained uncollected.  
 
Having seen the problem for himself, 
Mozmil went about knocking on 
doors to raise the issue, and the 
following week, collection ran 
smoothly.  
 
“This is not the first time!” said one 
local resident, so Mozmil will monitor 
the issue. 
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Local residents appreciated Mozmil’s work, 
and thanked him for what he had done. 


